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Decision taken under Special Urgency Provisions 

Executive Summary

1.

1.1

1.2

The report details urgent decisions taken between 17th May and 12th July 
2017, as required within the Council’s Constitution.  

Both the Cabinet and the Chief Executive have taken urgent decisions to 
enable a funding bid from the National Productivity Investment Fund to 
progress within the required timescales.  The fund will support a scheme for 
additional transport investment on the basis it would reduce traffic congestion 
on the highway network and support economic growth in South Heywood. 

The reason for special urgency for each decision being that, any delay likely to 
be caused by convening a meeting of the Council would have prejudiced the 
Council’s and/or the public’s interests.  The Council was not able to convene a 
meeting to consider this matter within the required timescales.

Recommendation

2.

2.1

The decision of Cabinet to approve the submission of a bid for grant funding 
from the National Productivity Investment Fund towards improvements of the 
road network in South Heywood; and the use of £3m of Capital Receipts to 
fulfil the required levels of match funding for a bid to the National Productivity 
Investment Fund, be noted.

That the Chief Executive confirmed a total of £3 million of unallocated Capital 
Receipts, £1.5m in 2018/19 and £1.5m in 2019/2020, from the sale of Council 
owned land has been approved as match funding for a bid to the National 
Productivity Investment Fund, be noted.



Reason for Recommendation

3. In accordance with the Council’s Constitution, decisions taken as a matter of 
special urgency shall be reported to the next available meeting of the Council, 
together with the reasons for special urgency.

Key Points for Consideration

4.

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

At the meeting held on 27th June 2017, Cabinet considered and approved an 
urgent item of business in relation to: 

A co-ordinated Greater Manchester wide funding bid had to be submitted to 
Government by 30th June 2017. In Combined Authority areas, the Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority is required to co-ordinate and prioritise such 
schemes. Details of the Greater Manchester wide transport bid were to be 
confirmed at the Greater Manchester Combined Authority meeting on 30th 
June 2017.   

In accordance with the Council’s special urgency provisions, the Chair of 
Corporate Overview & Scrutiny had earlier resolved that the item could be 
submitted to Cabinet without the pre-requisite 28 day notice and, due to the 
significant time constraints, exempted the decision of Cabinet from call-in.

Following the decision by Cabinet, the Chief Executive confirmed that a total 
of £3 million of unallocated Capital Receipts from the sale of Council owned 
land had been approved as match funding for a bid to the National Productivity 
Investment Fund.  The forward commitment of funding would normally be a 
matter for Council to approve, however, owing to the significant time 
constraints, there was insufficient opportunity to bring the matter to Council 
and therefore the decision was take in accordance with the Council’s special 
urgency provision.

Alternatives Considered

There are no alternatives to consider as the reporting of special urgency 
decisions to Council is a Constitutional requirement.  

Costs and Budget Summary

5. There are no direct financial implications to this report.  Information relating to 
the budget was reported to each decision maker at the time of determination.

Risk and Policy Implications

6. Not adhering to requirements of the Council’s Constitution may leave the 
Council open to legal challenge.



Consultation

7. There is no consultation required for this report.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. There are no background papers N/A

For Further Information Contact: Michael Garraway, Tel: 01706 924716, 
michael.garraway@rochdale.gov.uk


